attack the stage

Yosemite National Park s realy qute amazing. I've
known about it for many years, but I've cnly visited one
tme. Recently, | traveled alone to meet up with eight
other Chilcren's Pastors in Califcrnia. We agreed that
this would not be a conference, but a retreat or
“unconference”. We al wanted to break away from
regular ife to reconnect deeply with our Creator in his
creation. We were all challenged to hear from Gog.

As | spent extenced tme meditating on the Bible |
began to hear. Ged was speaking to me.

One of the guestions God was asking me to look into
was “What are youwr fears?" At the risk of being
vulnerable, | will mention a fear that became a theme
ameng the others | Isted. | fear disapproval. Now, f all
are henest, everyone can admit to this. It just locks
different for different people. Specifically for me, it
transiates nto not wantng to be embarrassed or say
something cumb or not be accepted by scmecne or
sSome group.

You can find many references in the Bible to not being
afraid of man. Galatians 1:10 says, “For am | now
seeking the approval of man, or of Ged? Or am | trying
to please man? If | were stil trying to please man, |
would not be a servant of Christ.” In 1 John 4:18 we
learn that perfect love drives out fear. 2 Timothy 1:7
says, “For Ged gave us a spirt not of
fear but of power and love and self-
control." As a servant of Christ, |
want Ged's approval. | want God's
perfect iove to drive me and drive out
all fear. May Gog's power be seen in
me and my church.

Now the titie of this article— “Attack
the Stage"—may be a little
confusng. What did the poor stage
ever do to me? All it ever did was
help people stanc a little higher so
an audience coculd view them
better! Well, 'et me explan. | tocok a
course on improv cnce with John
Holingsworth (thanks John for this
life lesson even f you thought it

was cnly to improve improv skills).

One of the greatest fears pecple

have is public speaking and

prcoably even greater would be

improv acting! And with improv

acting not only will you look

ricicuious, that's the point.

There's a game that those crazy people play calec
Freeze. In it you have a few actors and twe that are
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creating a
humourous sketch cn the spot. The ones that aren’t nvolved are
supposed to call “freeze” and then jJump in to create a whole new sketch
from scratch. The secret is that when you call freeze yeu really shou'dn’t
have any ideas n your mind as to what you are gong to do. You
shouldn't watt for something to cocme to you. You just ump in anc
hopefully scmething wil come...hopefully. This is called attackng the
stage.

For the next season of my life, | am fecusing
on attackng the stage. Now, I'm not talking
about runnng arcund ceoing things without
thnking. What | am saying s that scmetmes
we consider all the things that could go wreng
cr we are way 100 concerned abcut how we
wil appear t¢ others. This restrains us from
diving nto doing what we know we should.
Many fears are iraticnal especally when put
up aganst the God of Heaven. The only fear
we should have is a biblical fear of Ged.

Sc what does a right fear of God look ika? I'l
just keep it smple: Dong the right thing s
better than doing ycur cwn thing. Generally
speaking, human beings with a conscience
and much mecre so, believers who have the
Holy Spirit know the rght thing to do.
However, as sinful pecple, we simply refuse to
want what is right and instead we just want
what we want. A fear of God says, “| want what
Goc wants."

Let's get practical in Iight of this whole crazy idea
of attacking the stage. Here are scme examples:
pick up the phone and make the call; write the note; make the
appontment; confess the sin to your spouse or n your eGroup that
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you've been holcng onto; serve that person in need; cr
even take that public speaking opportunty. What
examples can you come ug with? List three here:

{Aside: Signing up in children's ministry is a great training
ground to mprove your “attackng the stage" skill
because kds are sc forgivng anc things actualy go
better when ycu lock a little silly).

Now things may go al wreng (many times they don't).
You may be rejected. You may ook or at least feel silly.
You may be vulnerable to criticism. You may not get the

appreciation you crave. But who are you seeking to please? Sericusly,
ponder that cuestion for a few minutes. In the end, it won't matter a dime
if you pleased a human being. In the enc, the only thing that will matter is
if you pleased God by fearing Hm above all.

There are times tc plan anc prepare well. We neec to be n Ged's Word
to leam what the right thngs are. But in the moment cr when the
opportunity knocks we must attack the stage. Not for us or for anyone
else. We do the right thing withcut hesitation for Ged alone. And just like
anything yeu're trying to leamn, whether it's improv, sports, music ¢r your
wak with God, you will mess up many times. But if you never try you are
at risk of displeasng God anc missing out on the enjoyment of living an
adventurous life with Jesus. Let's not go down that road. Let's ive life on
the LEDGE. Let’s attack the stage together.

Steve



